THE patient is a woman aged 35 . She states that ten months ago she had pleurisy and, about the same time, a nervous breakdown. I have carefully examined the lungs, and at present no evidence of disease can be detected by ordinary methods. Five years ago, a diffuse reddishpurple infiltration was observed on the left ankle, assuming the present dimensions in a few months. At present this infiltration forms a species of anklet extending completely around the limb, in which are areas of apparent softening. No ulceration has however in fact occurred. This lesion seems to be related to the other types of eruption, but on this point it is impossible to speak with confidence. The more typical granuloma first commenced beneath the right breast, in the form of a nodule the size of a pea. Gradual increase has taken place until the present condition became developed, a dumb-bell shaped area the middle part of which occupies the inframammary region. Next, a similar lesion was noted at the angle of the right scapula, ten months ago; later, others formed in this neighbourhood. All these show the same appearances, an irregular papillated surface, reddened, and discharging pus. Within the last six months two small nodules have made their appearance in the region of the upper part of the right calf. The Wassermann reaction is negative, the cultures made on Sabouraud's media have so far produced only the common cocci of secondary contamination. From the edge of the growth on the breast a piece of tissue was removed for microscopic examination. In this there are appearances suggestive of the presence of a mould fungus, groups of spores, and also long bodies having the appearance of a mycelium.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. H. G. ADAMSON: The lesions suggest to me actinomycosis. With regard to the supposed mycelium and spore in the epidermis,'I think they are merely leucocytes passing through the epidermis. The leucocytes, in making their way through the epidermis become long thin threads. The appearance is common in all sections of inflammatory skin affections involving the epidermis. In any case it would be very unuusual to find mycelium in the Malpighian layer.
The PRESIDENT: Dr. Adamson has made the remark on the section that I was about to make. I think, however, there are long, perfectly symmetrical pieces in the epidermis which are a little too parallel-sided and too distinctly truncated by the sectioning knife to be leucocytes. At first I thought they were all leucocytes, but I am not quite certain of this. The sections ought to be stained by Gram's method. Dr THESE are examples of a method of treatment I have been using for lupus vulgaris for the past eight or nine months-namely, painting with liquid acid nitrate of mercury. I do not know that it has been largely used, though it is mentioned occasionally in text-books. In the literature I can only find mention of two cases so treated: one by Startin and one treated by Mr. Marmaduke Sheild, and recorded in the British
